A REASONABLE DEMAND
After that came some Sikhs from Hazara, They
did not seem to wear kirpans. They said that they were
farmers and wanted facilities for farming. He asked
them why they did not go to East Punjab. They replied
that East Punjab would not take anyone else except
those from West Punjab. They held that there was not
enough land in East Punjab to take in those from the
N. W. F. P. also. There were 8000 of these sufferers
from Hazara. They had been directed to go to the
Central Government. In GandhijTs opinion, the Govern-
ment should settle them on agricultural land as early
as possible. The Sikh friends said that they did not
wish to push out the Muslims from their homes. All
they wanted was some land and ploughs, bullocks and
seeds by way of loan. Then they would produce their
own food. They showed willingness to go to any part
of the Union where they could get agricultural land.
Gandhiji thought that these sufferers were reasonable
and that their reasonable wish should be gratified.
CONDITION FOR RETURN
A member of the audience had asked when they
could expect to go back. He replied that they could
go at once, provided they in the Union ceased to hound
out the Muslims and were prepared to welcome back
those who had felt compelled to migrate to Pakistan.
Then he would be free to go to the West Punjab and
tell the / Muslims there that they should welcome the
Hindus and Sikhs who had felt compelled to leave their
homes in Pakistan, Today, however, he heard the foolish
talk that the three and a half crores of Muslims should
be turned out of the Indian Union. It seemed to him
to be intolerable. He did not wish to witness that
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